
PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
 

It has been a few months since 

we published a bow banter, and 

we apologize for the delay.  We 

have several items to cover and 

as members of CBH your serious 

consideration is needed. 

 

It is membership renewal time 

and most members should have 

renewed by now.  If you have not 

renewed by June 30th then a late 

fee of $25 will be added to the 

renewal price.  On July 21st the 

locks will be changed, and the 

new key will have to use. 

 

Nominations for CBH Board 

positions are now open and you 

can submit your name or a fellow 

members name for any CBH 

Board position.  If you are 

interested in getting actively 

involved with CBH administration, 

please submit before the August 

General and Board meetings. 

 

CBH Board Positions: President, 

Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasure, Membership Chairman, 

Tournament Director, facilities 

Director, Range Officer, and 

Director (3 positions). 

 

The springtime rain did make the 

trails on the CBH target and 3D 

ranges very muddy and hard to 

maneuver.  The woods and trails 

are now drying.  Mosquitos can 

be a bit of a nuance, but the 

courses can be shot none-the-

less. So, if you haven’t been 

practicing it is time to get back in 

gear and take a walk in the 

woods.   

 

With so much rain we have had 

many trees fall this year.   Several 

large and old oak trees have 

fallen, and we are estimating 

these wonderful trees have been 

around for several hundred years.   

Don’t be alarmed by the number 

of fallen and removed tree. 

 

As we do in every Bow Banter, we 

continue to encourage members 

to not wait for work parties to fulfil 

your work hour’s requirement.  

We can always use help repairing 

3D targets, trimming brush on the 

target lanes, lawn mowing, etc.   

 

A word about our CBH JOAD and 

Adult Program archery athletes.  

Many of these individuals are 

dedicated and disciplined 

competitors who are very serious 

about performing well in the sport 

of archery.  Our young 

competitive archers not only win 

tournaments they also represent 

CBH in a positive light. The adult 

program is open to all adult CBH 

members and you do not have to 

compete to participate.  The 

coaching is excellent and CBH 

adult members are encouraged 

to join the fun. 

 

Wally Schmidt, Chicago Bow 

Hunters President 

 

 

CHICAGO BOW HUNTERS 

UPCOMING CLUB 
EVENTS 

1. 3D Tournament 

 Chicago Bow Hunters, 

Inc. is hosting the Ray 

Fentress Memorial 3D 

shoot on July 27-28, 2019. 

 

2. Work Parties 

 Notices will be sent out 

asking for participants 

 

3. CBH Board Position 

Nominations 

 Nominations for all CBH 

Board positions are now 

open 

o Please submit your 

nomination to Wally 

Schmidt and Darlene 

Kossler 

 

4. The Chicago Bow Hunter 

brochure is being redesigned 

 This is the tri-fold brochure 

we keep at the desks in 

the club house.  Please 

answer the two questions 

below and send your 

answers to Karen Gilley 

(karengilleyster@gmail.co

m). 

1) What about the club 

convinced you to join?  

2) Why do you rejoin?  

 

Chicago Bow Hunters 8/1/2019 [Edition 1, Volume 1] 
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Chicago Bow Hunters 

 

MARCH 2019 MEETIG TOPICS AND ACTIONS 

MEMBERSHIP (Wayne Siegel) 
New keys have been mailed.  Keys for those renewing after the deadline must be taken to the post 

office for hand cancelling and therefore will not be mailed until the end of the renewal cycle. 

 

Locks will be changed on Monday July 21.  The Wi Fi password will be changed on July 21, 2019. 

 

In 2019 we had 6 new memberships in June for a total of 275. This year we had 53 new memberships 

bringing a total of $8,952 in revenues. 

  

We are in the member renewal cycle, as of July 4th 81 non-renewals (29.5%), This percentage is slightly 

higher than last year put not unusual.  More membership renewals are expected to trickle in throughout 

the month. Late charges will be added to everyone renewing after the June deadline.  Anyone not 

renewed as of 08-01-2019 will be dropped from the membership roster.  To rejoin former members must 

pay the initiation fee. 

 

Range Officer (Noal Stabus) 

An arrow current has been installed on the 50 Meter Target Range.  The will prevent your arrows from 

going deep into the woods.   

 

Work parties are being planned and notices for volunteers will be sent to the membership.   

 

Facilities (Jeff Marchetti) 

The parking lot will be seal coated on July 23rd.  The parking lot will be closed a noon on July 23rd and 

will not be reopened until July 24th around 4PM.  Clubhouse and all CBH archery facilities will be open. 

Cars will have to be parked on the street and access to club is through the small gate next to main club 

driveway entrance. 

 

TOURNAMENT (Jim Proszek) 

The Doc Hopkins Shoot is first tournament this year in which the weather did not impact attendance.  Shooter 

attendance for Saturday and Sunday was 87 shooters.  We encourage all CBH members to shoot one or 

more of the monthly 3D Tournaments.  These are low pressure but challenging courses that will test your skills 

at hitting various types of 3D animal targets that are set at varying distances under changing lighting and 

terrain conditions. 

 

Web Master 

Continue to update website with information provided from JOAD and Tournament Chair. 

 

 

 



 
Chicago Bow Hunters 

 

JOAD Program 

Congratulation to our CBH JOAD National 

Competitors!!! 

 

I want to congratulate all our shooters who 

competed at JOAD Outdoor Nationals. These 

young men and women put their skills to the test 

and learned much about their archery and 

themselves. As happens in every tournament, 

there were challenges and triumphs. This year, 

the temperatures were steamy, causing at least 

three delays due to heat. Through it all, our 

archers put forth some excellent performances.   

 

 
 

In the Barebow division, Maggie Baus and Oliva 

Artz took home Gold medals in the qualifying 

round. In the elimination round, Olivia Artz 

became National Champion, while Maggie 

Baus took Silver and Elizabeth Litwin, in a gritty 

match took Bronze, after a one arrow shoot off.   

 

In the Recurve division, Yash Mishra took home 

a Silver Medal in qualifying and Silver in 

Eliminations, becoming the national Silver 

Medalist.  

 

There is much more. In the team matches, 

Emma Shaefer was on the National Champion 

team in Cadet Compound. Joe Gilmore was on 

the National Champion team in Bowmen 

Recurve. Maggie Baus was on the Silver medal 

team in Combined Cadet Barebow. Ryan 

Atkinson was on the Bronze medal team in Cub 

Recurve and Oliva Artz was on the Bronze 

medal team in Combined Junior Barebow.   

 

In all, CBH JOAD was represented by 12 of our 

archers. Every one of them had revelations 

about themselves and personal victories, as 

they navigated their way through the 

tournament. Congratulations to each one of 

you. It is no small thing to put yourself under the 

microscope of competition.  

 

Coach Gabe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Chicago Bow Hunters 

 

CLUB INSTRUCTOR CORNER 
 

OFFSEASON HUNTING PRACTICE 

3D TARGET SHOOTING 

 

From hunting season to hunting season there is a big gap in which many hunters do little preparation. 

Understandably, the equipment we have today does make it easier to not practice for long periods of 

time and still enable levels of accuracy once you pick your bow again.  This lack of practice does not 

translate into the confidence, precision, and accuracy you need to be an effective and successful 

hunter.  Serious and ethical hunters should be actively preparing all year round by shooting outdoor 3D 

targets, participating in outdoor 3D tournaments, shooting indoors when weather does not permit 

outdoor shooting, joining archery development programs that providing coaching and skill building, 

find a qualified coach, and shooting indoor archery leagues.  

 

Adding 3D targets to your shooting routine allows you to emulate shooting at targets that represent the 

prey you will be hunting. Invite a friend or two, how about some family members, to make your outing 

fun and a bit competitive by pushing each other to beat each other for the best shoot on each target.  

A little friendly competition adds some pressure to each shot and helps you focus and concentrate on 

your shot execution.  Many of us don’t shoot like a pro, so don’t worry about how you currently shoot; 

just go out and have fun and your skill will increase with the practice.   

 

Come out and shoot a 3D course of tournament, you need to shoot targets under a real-world scenario. 

Shooting in the diversity of these courses in terms of animal types, distances, and terrain will help you 

become a better shooter.  Archery courses where the trees are thick and green, presenting ever 

changing plays of lighting and shadows, and with the obstructions of branches and brush provide 

realistic shots you will most likely be taking under a hunting situation. 

 

Your practice must be performed with intent and purpose, executing the shooting of each arrow as 

perfectly as possible.  Work on being consistent and accurate as you are able.  Determine those 

yardages that you know you are the most accurate, these few yardages will become your effective-kill-

zone (EKZ).  Any animal that stays outside your EKZ is out of range and no shot should be attempted. 

Are you planning to hunt this fall and you have not been practicing, it time to put an action plan 

together and get yourself busy?  If you have been practicing but without focus, intention, and purpose, 

it is time to step up your game. 

 

Wally Schmidt 

CBH Club Instructor 

 

 

 

 



 
Chicago Bow Hunters 

 

SPECIAL NOTE 
 

IT’S BEEN A GREAT RUN...OVER 20 YEARS AT CBH 

 

While taking a break from packing, I decided to draft a note to say “THANKS”. At the end of June I will 

relocate to Michigan. Change of address done, banking change done, all things important have my 

new address… (Can’t wait to buy a resident hunting license). I even changed the weather locations on 

my phone apps! 

 

Joining the club in the late 90s, when guys like Ray and Fred ran a really, really tight ship, it’s been a 

major part of my life. From having my 3 sons shoot at 3D shoots with me, (now in their 30s, 2 out of the 3 

hunt with me), to being retired and hanging with the weekday crew on occasion.  

 

I’ve shot target, field, fita, 3D, inside and outside… and loved it all! I leave town for a while and can’t 

wait to get back to the club. 

 

The club continues to have great members and board members that go way. Way, beyond their call of 

duty to make CBH a nice place to shoot. I’ve met and known a great many terrific people and a few 

characters as well. I must give a special thank you to Dave Holquist, a longtime member, who helped 

me get through a tough period in my life. 

 

Enjoy the club, take time to shoot your bow, enjoy the other members. It’s a great value, terrific piece of 

property and you can’t beat the hours! You never see a person in a bad mood when they’re shooting a 

bow… frustrated maybe, but never in a bad mood… shoot’em straight, everyone take care and 

thanks! 

 

Dennis Mellott 

Chicago Bow Hunters, Inc.  

http://www.chicagobowhunters.com/  


